CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A basketball goal system comprising: 
a support pole; 

a backboard; 

a support frame connected to the backboard, the support frame including 
two elongated members that extend below a lower portion of the backboard; 

a support structure including a pair of upper arms and a pair of lower 
arms, the pair of upper arms being connected to the support pole and an upper 
portion of the elongated members of the support frame, the pair of lower arms 
being connected to the support pole and a lower portion of the elongated 
members of the support frame; 

a rim assembly including a pair of support arms that are connected to the 
lower portion of the elongated members of the support frame and the lower pair 
of arms of the support structure; and 

a rim attached to the rim assembly. 

2. The basketball goal system as in Claim 1, further comprising a single 
fastener that pivotally connects the support arms of the rim assembly, the elongated 
members of the backboard support frame, and the lower pair of arms of the support 
structure. 

3. The basketball goal system as in Claim 1, wherein the attachment of the 
support arms of the rim assembly to the elongated members of the backboard support 
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frame and the lower pair of arms of the support structure is behind a plane that is 
generally aligned with a front surface of the backboard. 

4. The basketball goal system as in Claim 1, further comprising a cutout in 
a lower surface of the backboard, the lower portions of the elongated members of the 
backboard support frame extending beyond the cutout in the lower surface of the 
backboard. 

5. The basketball goal system as in Claim 1 , further comprising a resistance 
mechanism interconnecting the elongated members of the support frame and the support 
arms of the rim assembly. 

6. The basketball goal system as in Claim 5, wherein a first end of the 
resistance mechanism is disposed between the elongated members of the support frame 
and a second end of the resistance mechanism is disposed between the support arms of 
the rim assembly. 



8. The basketball goal system as in Claim 5, further comprising a first 
fastener that pivotally connects a first end of the resistance mechanism to the elongated 




perpendicular to the backboard. 



mechanism is biased to maintain the rim in a first position in which the rim is generally 



7. 



The basketball goal system as in Claim 5, wherein the resistance 
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members of the backboard support frame and a second fastener that pivotally connects a 
second end of the resistance mechanism to the support arms of the rim assembly. 



9. A basketball goal system comprising: 
a support pole; 
a backboard; 

a backboard support frame connected to the backboard; 
a support structure connecting the backboard support frame to the 
support pole; 
a rim; 

a rim assembly including a first end and a second end, the first end of the 
rim assembly being connected to the backboard support frame, the second end 
of the rim assembly being connect to the rim; and 

an elongated connector including a first end that is connected to the 
backboard support frame and a second end that is connected to the rim assembly 
proximate the rim. 



backboard support frame extends below a lower portion of the backboard, the rim 
assembly and the elongated connector being connect to the lower portion of the 
backboard support frame that extends below the lower portion of the backboard. 




connector includes a resistance mechanism. 



10. The basketball goal system as in Claim 9, wherein the elongated 



1 1 . The basketball goal system as in Claim 9, wherein a lower portion of the 
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12. The basketball goal system as in Claim 9, wherein the rim assembly, 
backboard support frame and support structure are connected by a single fastener. 

13. The basketball goal system as in Claim 10, wherein the resistance 
mechanism is biased to maintain the rim in a first position in which the rim is generally 
perpendicular to the backboard. 

14. The basketball goal system as in Claim 10, further comprising a first 
fastener that pivotally connects a first end of the resistance mechanism to the backboard 
support frame and a second fastener that pivotally connects a second end of the 
resistance mechanism to the rim assembly. 
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15. A basketball goal system comprising: 

a support structure including a pair of upper support arms and a pair of 
lower support arms; 

a backboard support frame including a pair of elongated members, each 
of the elongated members being connected to one of the upper support arms and 
one of the lower support arms of the support structure; 

a backboard connected to the backboard support frame; 

a rim assembly including a pair of support arms, each of the support 
arms being connected to one of the elongated members of the backboard support 
frame; 

a rim attached to the rim assembly; and 

a resistance mechanism connected to the pair of elongated members of 
the backboard support frame and the pair of support arms of the rim assembly. 

16. The basketball goal system as in Claim 15, wherein the resistance 
mechanism is connected to the rim assembly proximate the rim. 

17. The basketball goal system as in Claim 15, wherein the support arms of 
the rim assembly are connected to the pair of lower pair of the support structure. 

18. The basketball goal system as in Claim 15, wherein a first end of the 
resistance mechanism is disposed between the pair of elongated members of the 
backboard support frame and a second end of the resistance mechanism is disposed 
between the pair of support arms of the rim assembly. 
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19. The basketball goal system as in Claim 15, further comprising a single 
fastener that pivotally connects the support arms of the rim assembly, the elongated 
members of the backboard support frame, and the lower pair of arms of the support 
structure. 



20. The basketball goal system as in Claim 15, wherein the support arms of 
the rim assembly are connected to the elongated members of the backboard support 
frame and the lower pair of arms of the support structure behind a plane that is generally 
aligned with a front surface of the backboard. 

21. The basketball goal system as in Claim 15, further comprising a cutout in 
a lower surface of the backboard and the elongated members of the backboard support 
frame extending beyond the cutout in the lower surface of the backboard. 
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22. The basketball goal system as in Claim 15, wherein a lower portion of 
the elongated members of the backboard support frame extends below a lower portion 
of the backboard, the rim assembly and the resistance mechanism being connect to the 
lower portion of the elongated members of the backboard support frame that extends 
below the lower portion of the backboard. 

23. The basketball goal system as in Claim 15, further comprising a first 
fastener that pivotally connects a first end of the resistance mechanism to the elongated 
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members of the backboard support frame and a second fastener connects a second end 
of the resistance mechanism to the support arms of the rim assembly. 
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